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EUROPE: A GEOGRAPHICAL SURVEY

Baku or Apsheronskii Peninsula on the shores of the Caspian. Pipe
lines carry this oil to the Black Sea port of Batum, from which it is
exported to all parts of western Europe. A second field occupies the
Groznyi district on the northern slopes of the Caucasus. This, together
with the Baku field, is responsible for 95 per cent of the Russian pro-
duction. The Emba field occupies the Ural-Caspian Gap. It is of great
potential importance but is only slightly developed at present. Russia
is the only European nation with large petroleum reserves, and this,
together with the fact that they are steadily accessible to the markets

A view of the Surakhany oil fields near Baku. (Courtesy of Sovfoto.)

of western Europe, gives the nation an economic asset of major
importance.

Oil refining is the only industrial activity of any importance in the
dry steppe or desert region. This lack of industrial development, com-
bined with the extensive type of agriculture, causes the population to
be very sparse and the cities few. Saratov and Stalingrad on the Volga
are the only cities in the dry steppe region with a population of over
100,000. The former lies where rail and canal link the Volga and the
Don, and consequently where an important break in transportation
occurs. The canal connecting these two rivers is small, but is at present
being deepened to accommodate larger boats. Astrakhan, on the delta
of the Volga, is the only large city of the desert. It owes its importance
both to its strategic commercial location and to the fact that it is the
center of the caviar fisheries.